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316 Synopses of Important Articles. [Nov., 

Christian churches were founded in synagogues among those who were familiar 
with this form of service. When the synagogue rose up against them and they 
set out for themselves it was natural that the service of instruction was still 
necessary to them and this they would take from the synagogue. Hence prob- 
ably the " Liturgy of the Catechumens" originated — a liturgy in which Cat- 
echumens might join and at the close of which they departed. This consisted 
of Scripture reading and exhortation. The testimony of the early Christian 
writers is to the effect that after this service was over came the prayers and 
communion in which these novitiates could not yet participate. Theirs was 
essentially a didactic service, a copy of the synagogue service. The evidence 
for this is not inconsiderable. 

The subject here considered is one of considerable interest not merely to those churches 
which use a liturgy but also to other unliturgical bodies of Protestants. The ordinary re- 
ligious service of these bodies is closely parallel in its essential features to that of the 
synagogue as here outlined. 



Psalms 42 and 43.* These two psalms are manifestly a unit. A study of 
them to discover the situation and feelings of the writer discloses (1) that he is 
beside a cataract in the region of the sources of the Jordan (42 : 7, 8) ; (2) that 
he is in deep trouble, trouble of which the roaring foaming cataract is a sym- 
bol ; (3) that in the midst of this trouble he stirs himself to use resources of 
help, (a) recalling the past (42 : 5), (b) maintaining his faith in God (42 : 7, 9, 
10), (c) praying to Him (42 : 6, 12 ; 43 : 5) ; (4) looking more carefully into these 
troubles, we find that they chiefly concern his forced absence from the temple 
services (42 : 2, 3 ; 42 : 5, 6 ; 43 : 3, 4) ; (5) these passages (43 : 3, 4) reveal that he 
is a priest and singer of prominence ; (6) the restraint he is under is that of 
captivity (43 : 1) by wicked men who taunt him with his misfortunes (42 : 4, 11) 
— men who are probably aliens, not Israelites, perhaps Assyrians (2 Kings 
18 : 13, 22, 30-35) ; (7) thus the spiritual significance of the song is doubled for 
us when we can trace the author's experience and situation so clearly. 

A very clear and satisfactory piece of work, showing the writer to possess an historical 
sense and imaginative power conjoined with ample scholarship. The article is a model of 
exegetical ability, and the only criticism that could be passed on it is that the permanent 
teachings of these psalms are not fully enough developed for what is entitled an "exposi- 
tion." But this is a pardonable omission in view of the amount of superficial "lessons" 
which other so-called expositors give us. 

* By Professor Willis J. Beecher, in the Homiletic Review, August, 1890, pp. 166-170. 



